CENTER FOR JEWISH-BULGARIAN COOPERATION "ALEF"
ACTIVITY REPORT
2018

INTERNATIONAL DAY IN A MEMORIAL OF VICTIMS OF THE
HOLOCAUST

Center “Alef” traditionally celebrates the International Holocaust Remembrance
Day - 27" of January. In 2018, the accent fell on the 75th anniversary of the
salvation of Bulgarian Jews and the deportation of 11,343 Jews from Vardar
Macedonia, Western Thrace and Pirot to the Nazi concentration camps. The day
was honored together with the Professional Mathematics High School “Acad.
Nikola Obreshkov” under the motto "Learning from the past, we act for the
future". In front of a hundred and fifty students from 9th and 10th grade in the
school's actor's room the documentary movie by Alberta Alkalay "To
Remember", recreating the events in Burgas, which led to the rescue of the
Burgas Jews in 1943, was presented. The high school students and Center
“Alef” have joined the world initiative of the World Jewish Congress “WE
REMEMBER?”. Alef’s Center president Alberta Alkalay headed the jury at the
multimedia presentation contest “HOLOCAUST - NEVER AGAIN. TO
LEARN THE LESSONS OF HISTORY” which was attended by students from
the Professional Mathematics High School and students from the Professional
High School for Tourism. The event was part of the Memorial Days, organized
by the Professional Mathematics High School “Acad. Nikola Obreshkov” with
the active participation of Center “Alef”.
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EDUCATIONAL MEETING JEWISH CULTURAL TRADITIONS AND
HOLIDAYS

Center “Alef” did a number of meetings with students in different grades in high
schools in Burgas to introduce the history, traditions and culture of Jewish
ethnos to them.

The peculiarities of the Jewish way of life, culture and religion were presented
to the 7th grade students from the Professional Mathematics High School. Alef’s
Center president Alberta Alkalay has traced the history of the Jewish people
since their emergence during the millennia until today and she explained in
details the role of the traditions and the significance of the specific symbolism
typical of this ethnos. She was also talking about the ancient roots of the Jewish-
Bulgarian relations, the formation of the Jewish municipalities in Bulgaria and
how they lived with them in understanding and peace.
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From the name of Center Alef, Alberta Alkalay donated to the school’s library
literature from Jewish’s authors, including the precious edition of the
monograph “The Jews in Bulgaria 1878-1949.
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FINISHING THE PROJECT OF THE CROSS-BORDER
COOPERATION PROGRAM INTERREG BULGARIA - TURKEY

Center for Jewish-Bulgarian Cooperation "Alef" successfully finished the
project “The path of Legends - establishing new partnerships for the
development of stable cultural and historical tourism™ under the cross-border
cooperation program INTERREG Bulgaria — Turkey, funded by the Instrument
for Pre-Accession Assistance 2014-2020. The project partner is the Organization
for Cross-Border Culture in Edirne, Republic of Turkey.

A two-day Bulgarian-Turkish work meeting on the topic "Promoting the cross-
border region of Strandzha-Yildiz as a cultural and historical destination™ ended
the project. The meeting was implemented on 16" and 17" of March 2018 in the
conference hall "Ahelo" of the Grand Hotel and SPA Primoretz - Burgas. The
meeting was attended by 30 representatives of the tourism industry from
Bulgaria and 20 representatives from Turkey. The opportunities for the
development of legendary tourism in the region were presented by Mustafa Filiz
- a professor at the Trakya University in Edirne, the associate professor Diana
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Radoynova at the University "Prof. D-r Asen Zlatarov' — Burgas, Ivelina
Ivanova and Goran Stefanov from the Historical Museum in Malko Tarnovo. On
17" of March, the Turkish tour operators visited legendary places in the
Bulgarian part of Strandzha to make them acquaintance with the opportunities
they can offer their tourists. A trilingual edition (in Bulgarian, Turkish and
English), containing Strandzha legends on both sides of the border, was also
printed within the project. An expedition of a team of “Alef” Center in the
Strandzha region was also implemented.

“ALEF” WAS PRESENTED AT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN
SOFIA UNIVERSITY

Alef’s Center president Alberta Alkalay participated in the International
Scientific Conference "75 years. The Unforgettable Faces of Salvation" at Sofia
University" St. Kliment Ohridski ". She told how the documentary movie "To
remember" about the saviors of the Bulgarian Jews in Burgas was created. The
tape takes out of oblivion a little known facts about the Jewish community in the
city and the people who have not frightened to assert the human values during



the Holocaust. Alberta Alkalay talked about the initiatives of the “Alef” Center
for the preservation of historical memory and continuity throughout the
generations.

“ALEF” MET HAVA PINHAS-COHEN

The poetess Hava Pinhas-Cohen arrives from Israel to Burgas to take part in
initiatives dedicated to World Poetry Day. Center “Alef” hosted her poetic
recital in the House of the Writer. The event was also dedicated to the 75th
anniversary of the rescue of Bulgarian Jews from the death camps and dedicated
the memory of the killed Jews from Vardar Macedonia, Western Thrace and
Pirot.

PHOTO EXHIBITION "BEYOND THE DEBT™

The photo exhibition "Beyond the Debt", telling about the work of 28 diplomats
from 21 countries that saved hundreds of Jews from deportation in the death
camps and announced by "Yad Vashem™ as "Righteous of the World," was
presented in Burgas. It was created to honor the diplomats of non-Jewish origin
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who saved Jews from their executioners and to express gratitude and sympathy
for the behavior of these worthy people.

Through the “Alef” Center intermediation the exposition was provided by the
Embassy of Israel in Bulgaria and the State Institute for Culture to the Minister
of Foreign Affairs and was shown in the only Bulgarian city outside the capital.
For 7 days the exhibition in the Cultural Center "Sea Casino" was visited by
more than 500 people. Consulate General of Turkey in Burgas Nuray Inontepe
showed a special interest in the exhibition. Among the diplomats in the
exposition, who saved Jews during the Holocaust, is also a representative of
Turkey.
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THE MEMORIAL OF GRATITUDE "TO REMEMBER"

A memorial of gratitude was placed in the very heart of Burgas, next to the
building of the Municipality. The inscription on it is: "TO REMEMBER” the
empathy and courage of public figures from Burgas who have made an
important contribution to rescue their Jewish fellow-citizens from the death
camps in 1941-1944. Among the most prominent rescuers of the Burgas Jews
were the Mayor of Burgas in 1943 Dr. Dyanko Pravchev, the writer Petko

Chorbadzhiev (Rosen), the industrialists Lyubomir Zurkov and Petar Velchev.
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The memorial of gratitude was built on the initiative of the Center for Jewish-
Bulgarian Cooperation "Alef" and funded also by “Alef”. At the ceremony of its
opening official guests were His Eminence the Metropolitan of Sliven loannikiy,
Her Excellency the Ambassador of Israel Irit Lilian, Dr. Maxim Benvenstis -
President of the “Tsedaka” Foundation — Organization of the Jews in Bulgaria
“Shalom”, the presidents of Shalom regional organizations in Burgas, Shumen,
Stara Zagora and Sliven - Tiko Varsano, Beta Haralanova, Krasimira Goteva
and Julia Gavavova, the Mayor of Burgas - Dimitar Nikolov, the deputies Diana
Yordanova and Nikolay Tishev, Sevdalina Tourmanova - Deputy Regional
Governor of Burgas, Elena Prihodko - First Secretary of the Embassy of the
Russian Federation in Bulgaria, the Director of the RDIA Burgas - Kaloyan
Kaloyanov, Liora and Elaine Assa from the United States and Israel, honorary
consuls, municipal councilors, politicians and public figures.

Hundreds of citizens and students gathered in front of the newly opened
monument to bow their heads in memory of the 11,343 innocent victims of the
Holocaust from Western Thrace, Vardar Macedonia and Pirot and to pay tribute
to the rescuers of nearly 50,000 Bulgarian Jews. Despite the unusually cold
weather the attendees filled the space around the memorial and presented many
wreaths and flowers.
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For the first time this year, Center "Alef" has presented its honored "Memory
Keeper" rank. Dimitar Nikolov — mayor of Burgas and Dr. Maxim Benvenistis -
president of the “Tsedaka” Foundation at the OJB “Shalom” were the first ones
who received the honored ranks.

PRESENTATION OF THE BOOK "75 YEARS — THE UNFORGOTTEN
FACES OF SALVATION"

The edition of OJB “Shalom” - "75 YEARS — “The unforgotten faces of
salvation" was presented in Burgas. The book has gathered the names of
Bulgarians who contributed the most for the rescue of the Bulgarian Jews. It
contains the names of some of the most prominent rescuers from Burgas - Dr.
Dyanko Pravchev, Petko Rosen, Petar Velchev. The information about them was
collected and provided by the “Alef” Center.
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FINALE OT THE 5"" NATIONAL LITERARY CONTEST

The fifth edition of the national literary student contest "Who saves one human
life, saves the whole universe" ended with a ceremony at the Cultural Center
"Sea Casino". The event in Burgas was honored by the Ambassador of of Israel
in Bulgaria Irit Lilian. It coincided with the special day “Yom HaShoah” this is
a day of mourning and respect to the victims of the Holocaust for the Jews all
around the world and in Israel is honored by the State.
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Among the official guests of the award ceremony were also Dr. Maxim
Benvenstis - President of the “Tsedaka” Foundation - OJB “Shalom”, the
presidents of the Shalom regional organizations in Burgas, Shumen, Stara
Zagora and Sliven - Tiko Varsano, Beta Haralanova, Krasimira Goteva and Julia
Gavazova, deputies Diana Yordanova and Nikolay Tishev, the Deputy Mayor of
the Municipality of Burgas Yordanka Ananieva, the Head of the Appellate
Prosecutor's Office - Burgas — the public prosecutor Lyubomir Petrov, the
president of Regional Directorate of the Ministry of Interior Kaloyan
Kaloyanov, Liora and Elaine Assa from the United States and Israel.

More than 120 young people from around 35 settlements from all over the
country joined the literary competition. They could choose one of three subjects
for their essays:

* If a time machine "returned"” you to Bulgaria in March 1943, what would you
do?

* |If there is a political regime that is genocidal in the future, what choice would
you make and what sacrifices you could bear?

* | was one of the saved ones...

* The in-depth researches of the students showed extraordinary empathy and
active civic attitude.
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In the difficulty of choosing the best works, the jury gave more awards than
usual. The best essay which took the first place was of the 16-year-old Monika
Mitova from Blagoevgrad, she won a participation in a one-week World Youth
Leaders Forum in lIsrael, where she presented Bulgaria at the expense of the

organizers.

ELLUKKA
ANA BC.

The two second awards of 250 leva were for Dzhansel Mumun, 17 years old,
from Chernoochene and Dimitar Panayotov, 15 years old, from Silistra.
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Sabrina Hodja, 17 years old from Yakoruda and 15-year-old Georgi Minchev
from Sofia won the third place. The prize was 150 leva for each one of them.
Traditionally, the award ceremony was attended by all 20 nominated students
from all over the country. They received encouraging awards - books and
diplomas. The best works were published on the website of “Alef”.

NEWSPAPER “ALEF”
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Center “Alef” published a specialized newspaper that is printed and virtual and
is distributed in schools and institutions. The newspaper is published in
connection with the conduct and reporting of the annual literary competition
"Who saves one human life, saves the whole universe". This year, copies 4 and 5
were published.

CENTER "ALEF" AND THE FACULTYOF HISTORY OF SOFIA
UNIVERSITY COOPERATION

Center “Alef” and the Faculty of History of Sofia University have begun a
joined activity. It is aimed at attracting students to important discussion topics
about contemporary society. The joined activities will be realized in close
cooperation with the "Hebraistics” subject at the Faculty of History of Sofia
University. Alef's Virtual Library has already been enriched with 11 student
works.
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HEBREW BOOK DONATION FOR THE “YAVOROV” REGIONAL
LIBRARY

Trough the “Alef” intermediation the Regional Library "P. K. Yavorov " in
Burgas received Hebrew books. Moses Bahar from Israel made the donation and
it contains 20 books from popular Israeli authors. Among them is Shimon
Peres's autobiographical book - “No room for small Dreams”, the critical
biography of Benjamin Netanyahu, written by one of Israel's most influential
political journalists, Ben Caspit. There are also books by the Israeli journalist,
politician and deputy Ofera Shelah, books by the famous novelist Assaf Inbari
and others. These are the first Hebrew books that go into the library's stock.

PARTICIPATION IN COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY AT BURGAS
AIRPORT

For another year, Center for Jewish-Bulgarian Cooperation "Alef" have paid
tribute to the memory of the victims of the terrorist act in Burgas Airport on 18"
July 2012. “Alef” again took part in a commemorative ceremony in memory of
the Israelis, Moar Harush, Elyor Pries, Icic Collengi, Amir Menashe and
Koshava Shriki and the Bulgarian Mustafa Kyosov.
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Alef’s representatives laid a wreath at the memorial of the victims in the attack
and expressed their sympathy for the pain of ridiculously taken innocent human
lives.

“ALEF” REQUESTS THE SYNAGOGUE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
"BURGAS OLD CARD™

Bas-relieves of the Burgas Synagogue and the Catholic church to be included in
the "Burgas old card" mosaic on Bogoridi Street, offers "Alepf". The buildings
of the two temples are symbol of the many ethnic and religious diversity of the
city.

Alef justifies its offer in a special letter to the mayor of Burgas Dimitar Nikolov.
Now there are three temples in the mosaic - the cathedral "St. St. Cyril and
Methodius”, built in the former Bulgarian quarter, the Greek church
"Assumption of the Most Holy Mother of God", and the Armenian church "Surp
Hatch”. The Jewish Synagogue, based to them, has been omitted. "“The
synagogue building is one of the cultural and historical treasures of Burgas and
iIs emblematic for the city. It is a symbol of the presence of the Jewish
community and its contribution to the development of Burgas from the begining
of its creation to nowadays.
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Built between the center of the former Jewish quarter, in the historic center of
the old Burgas, the Synagogue clearly indicates the Jewish presence in the fate
of the city, " these are the motives of the Alef’s request.
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"ALEF" PARTICIPATES IN THE CEREMONY FOR THE OPENING
OF THE MONUMENT OF SALVATION IN TEL AVIV

A memorial of salvation dedicated to the Bulgarians who prevented the
deportation of the Jews to the Nazi death camps and the rescued nearly 48,000
Jews was opened in Jaffa, Tel Aviv, Israel on 5" September. The official
opening ceremony was attended by the Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the
Tel Aviv Mayor Ron Huldai, representatives of the Bulgarian community in
Israel, and a Bulgarian government delegation headed by the Prime Minister
Boyko Borisov.

“Alef” Center, represented by its president Alberta Alkalay and Lora Asa, a
representative of the organization in Israel, was included in the official
Bulgarian delegation for its contribution to preserving memory among young
people, expanding the historical knowledge and popularizing the heroic action
of Bulgarians who, in the dark years of World War Il, refused to sacrifice their
fellow-citizens — the Jews.
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“SEA OF WORDS”

Burgas hosted a unique Bulgarian-Hungarian literary meeting, organized by the
Center "Alef". The event took place under a project funded by the Ministry of
Culture within the framework of the Communication Strategy of the Republic of
Bulgaria for the European Union.

Seven Hungarian writers Czabina Ughi, Gyongyi Hegedus, Gyorgy Szondi,
Attila Hegyi Botos, Attila Jasz, Imre Babics, Csaba Zsebok together with their
colleagues from Burgas, Kalina Telyanova, Bina Kals, Roza Maximova, Milka
Ivanova, lvan Suhivanov, Mina Krasteva, Elena Trendafilova, Rosen Drumev
and Elka Vasileva interpreted a common subject in a creative workshop and
created 19 poetry works in both languages - Bulgarian and Hungarian. The
poems created in the workshop sounded through the translations of Gyorgy
Szondi and Liana Petrova in the following literary evening.
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WEHTBHP 3A EBPEMCK.O BbATAPCK.O CHTPYDHUYECTBO
"AAED"

EbATAPO-YHIAPCKA TTUCATENCKA
CPELLA

MOPE OT DYMH

["ocimybawnn
Coduro Yew, Deopdw Xeeedtoww, Dpopd
Cotdw, Amuana Xedbw Bomown, Awmuad

The home of the writer was narrow to accommodate all the people who wanted
to get acquainted with contemporary Hungarian literature and to hear how the
poetic Hungarian speech sounded. The Hungarian poets told about themselves,
about their work and their leader- Gyorgy Szondi, an artist permanently
connected with Bulgaria, shared the main distinctions of contemporary
Hungarian literature. The creative meeting grew into a friendly one and laid the
foundation for future virtual and real meetings.
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“ALEF” ANNOUNCED THE 6'" NATIONAL LITERARY CONTEST

LIEHTEP 3A EBPENCKO-EBIITAPCKO CBTPYOAHMYECTBO Aned
obsiBsiBa

VI HALUMOHATJIEH NNUTEPATYPEH KOHKYPC

"KoWTo cnacu eauH YoBeLIKM XUBOT, crnacsBa Lisna BceneHa”

Ha TeMa.
OA OBUYHALL, BLIPEKMW...

HanuwieTte XyaoxecTBeH paskas 3a noboB, MPUATENCTBO,
pasbupartencTso, B3aMONoMOLL ¥ CaMOXepTBa Mexay
Obnrapu v espeun.

KoHKypCHT LWe ce npoBefie B 2 KaTeropuum:
% ydyeHuum /15-19 roq./
¥ CTyOeHTn

Harpagu 3a BCAKa OT KaTeropumre:

| MSCTO — 400 nesa
Il macto — 300 neBa
a lll MmacTo — 200 neBa

Hai-gobpute 20 asTopu e yyacTBaT B pr’xieCTBeHa
LepeMOHIA Mo Harpa)aBaHeTo B byprac npes nponerTa Ha
2019 r Ha pa3sHOCKK Ha OpPraHU3aTopuTe. '

i
NoxymenTn no Temara, Gubnuorpadus u unmorpadms-
‘BbB BypTyanHara bubnuoreka Ha Aned. www.alef-bg.org.

-CBoWTE Npon3BeneHns 4o S NevaTHN CTpaHUUKM ¢ TPUTE UMEHa,
Bb3pacT, rpag, yuunuLie, Knac, yHUBepcuTeT usnpaljanre

Ao 1 mapt 2019 r. Ha . center.alef@gmail.com unu
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Center for Jewish-Bulgarian Cooperation "Alef" challenged the students with
the sixth edition of the National Literary Competition "Who saves one human
life, saves the whole universe". This time the young authors will have to mix
reality with imagination and tell stories of love and friendship between
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Bulgarians and Jews. For the first time this year, besides high school students,
university students from all over the country will be able to participate in the
creative competition. Center “Alef” changed the regulation and extended the age
range of the race due to the great interest and numerous requests for
participation by students from different universities in the country.

The subject of the competition is: “To love, despite...”

The participants will have to mix reality and imagination in their art tales. Based
on their knowledge of the past, they must tell stories of love, friendship,
understanding, mutual assistance and self-sacrifice between Bulgarians and
Jews. Based on what they have read in textbooks and books, what they have
seen in the movies or in a museum, what they have taught by people who have
survived war, Holocaust, and other human trials, young authors have to create
their story and to send it for the competition. The best in the two age categories
will be awarded at a traditional ceremony in Burgas in Spring 2019.

PARTICIPATION IN THE NATIONAL COMMUNICATION STRATEGY FOR THE
MARKING OF 75 YEARS FROM THE RESCUE OF THE BULGARIAN JEWS
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“Alef” joined the National Communication Strategy for marking the 75th
anniversary of the rescue of Bulgarian Jews through the campaign "Holocaust -
Bulgaria's Contribution of the Rescue of the Jews". The Center visited several
settlements in the Burgas District, taking historical talks and screening the
author's documentary movie "To Remember". Alef's campaign started in
Chernomoretz with a meeting with 300 students and citizens, continued with a
screening and discussion in front of 400 students in Aytos and envisages similar
events in other settlements in the region.

"

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND FILMOGRAPHY ENRICH THE VIRTUAL
LIBRARY OF "ALEF"

The subject of the sixth national literary contest "To love, despite..." challenges
the young authors to create their own art tales about love, friendship,
understanding, mutual help and self-sacrifice between Bulgarians and Jews
during the Second World War or other dramatic periods of human history.
"Alef" enriched its virtual library and now the students can be inspired by real
faces and events.


http://alef-bg.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/46441697_10205131231556964_8056504498559909888_n.jpg
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Besides links to publications about real people and events, there is also a
bibliography containing more than 50 book titles of documentary and literary
works related to the topic of the competition. Among them are emblematic
books published over a wide range of times, such as Markus Zusak's "The Thief
of Books”, Lea Cohen’s "The Collector of Diaries"”, Ka-tzetnik’s “House of
Dolls”, Emil Antonov’s “The diary of a Jew”, "The man who stopped Hitler" by
Gabriele Nissim and others. The filmography contains over 25 feature movies
and two documentaries. The Virtual Library is periodically enriched with new
materials and book titles.

MUSEUM EXHIBITIONS INITIATIVE OF THE BULGARIAN JEWISH
COMMUNITY

One of the causes of the Center for Jewish-Bulgarian Cooperation “Alef” in
Burgas is to be like a guardian of history memory. The Association set the
beginning of the creation of a mini-museum for the history of the Jewish
community in Bulgaria. Documents and objects will tell how the Jews lived in
peace and understanding with their neighbors and fellow citizens, what are their
holidays, rituals, cultural traditions...


http://alef-bg.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/kolaj.jpg
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A small part is already available, mainly photos, letters and documents, as well
as a video that tells about the culture and the way of living of the Jewish people.
Center “Alef” appeals to all Bulgarians and Jews living in Bulgaria who have
preserved substantial memories from the history of their families: discover the
pieces of memory and give them a second life as part of a museum exposition.
Besides that the exposition will be positioned in a mini-museum, it will also be
filmed and arranged in an exhibition that will be able to travel to all over the
country. It will be an excellent illustrator for historical talks, especially related to
the Holocaust and the Bulgarian Jews rescued by the Nazi camps.

ERASMUS+ PROGRAM PROJECT

iErasmus+i!

“Alef” Center won a project under the European program ERASMUS +. The
theme of the project is "Supporting Migrant and Refugee Workers for
Cultivating Intercultural Competencies”. Its duration is 24 months and it aims to
develop and implement training modules, activities and materials for refugee
and migrant workers as well as to develop sessions that will cultivate their
knowledge of intercultural development and socio-political diversity. The
project focuses on the sector priority "Adult Education”.
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